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? : Walter Wilhams of the Muidle-Temple, Eſq; 


H E fwid :l;ams having an Appeal depending before the Lords in Parlia- 
ment, Amo 1685. againſt Richard Reed, Sir //iliam Gregory, and Richard 
' Writherſtone, from a Decree made in Chancery in the Year 1680. for 
| . Fourſcore Pounds per Anmum for rwo and thirty Years; the faid Appeal 
was then appointed to be heard,bur that Parliament was Dillolv'd before the hearing. 
- —- Ine Paciiament begun” 1688. th&-aid Cauſe upon the Appeal wag againe ap- 
: _ *pointed'to.be heard, but the ſaid Sir 7#/:/[iam Gregory being choſe a Member of that 
ES nas Houſe of Commons, the faid 2#i/l:am; was adviſd that jt would be a breach of Privi- 
a ledge if he proceeded againſt Sir H/l;«m Gregory without the Jeave of the Houſe, tho? 
Sir /ll;2m himſelf conſented ro wave his Priviledge, for that rhe Priviledge was the 
Friviledge of the whole Honle, rather then of the particular Members ; whereupon 
the faid /!l;ams applyed himſelf to ſeveral Members of the then Houſe of Commons 
to move the Houſe for leave to proceed againit the ſaid Sir # iam Gregory, but-it ſo 
fell out that none of them could have an opportiinity to mbve for leave before the 
cay appointed for hearing*ot the ſaid Appeal, which wason the 261b of March,r689. 
on which day the faid Williams acquainted their Lordſhips how the Caſe ſtood, and. 
pray'd them to Adjourn the Cauſe for a Week thar 9pporeunity might be had.to move 
/ the faid Houſe for leave to proceed againſt the ſaid Sir }l;am Gregory, but Mr. Ser- 
jeant Hutchings being of Councel for the aid Reed, Gregory and Wjtherſtone, he pretied 
their Loxdſhips , that unleſs your Petitioner would proceed then, that the Appeal 
ſhould be difmiſs'd ; and the ſaid Wi{/;ams, out of due Regard to the Priviledpe of 
the Commons in Parliament, defiring to be excuſed from proceeding before he bad 
got leave of the then Houſe of Commoys; their Lordſhips refus'd to Adjourn the 
Cauſe and diſmi(g'd the Appeal. | IK.  - <5 
L-,-  -. .. Afterwards the ſaid-Sir-#7Z;au, Gregory -was made*a- Baron of the Exchequer,” HE -- 
whereupon, and in another Seſſion of that Parliament, the ſaid Williams preferr'd a | 
a Petition to their Lordſhips, therein ſetting forth the Premiſes, and praying leave to 
renew the faid Appeal, bur their Lordſhips rejeted the ſaid Petition. 
Foraſmuch as the faid W;l/zams is adviſed, that the true Legal way of being relieved 
| againſt erronious and unjuſt Decrees in Courts of Equity ( as appears by a long con- 
- tinued courſe of Practice for ſeveral Kings Reigns, and until the late Wars, and nor 
yet alcer'd by Law,) is fiult by Commiſſion to the Judges, ard ſuch others as are of 
ability and integrity to Judge thereof, and then in caſe they ſhould err, the laſt re- 
ſort is in the King, Lords and Commons in full Parliament. 
It 1s therefore humbly prayed that the Commcns of England in Parliament Aſſembled, ; 
( as well for publick Fuſtic? as fer the aid Williams's relief ) would uſe their endeavour 
dnd interceſſion to His Majeſty, that thai courſe may be 1evi2/d, and that the ſaid Williams 
and all others may have the benefit thereof. 
The faid F/4iliams and ſeveral others, inthe latter end of the Reign of King Charles 
the Second, Petition'd His Majefty for a Commiſſion for the purpoſe aforeſaid, but 
- the then Lord Chancellor, ard after him the Lord Keeper, oppos'd it, alledging, thar 
the Stature of 16 Car. 2. Cap. 10. difabled the King from granting any ſuch Commiſ- 
ſion, whereas in truth that Statme only ſays, that neither che King nor the Privy 
Conncel ſhall have any Juriſdiftion over the * Eſtates of the Subject, ro determine Ar- 
burarily, and that the fame ought to be determin'd in the ordinary Courts of Juſtice, 
- Bur that doth nor difable the King from appointing Judges and Commiſſioners to de- 
termine Cauſes according to theardinary Courſe, and Granting'fuch orders and Com. 
miſſions to Review Decrees in Chancery was an ordinary Courſe, unnl diſcontinued 
by the Rebellion; yer the ſaid Opinion will ſtill hinder it, unleſs the Commons will 
interceed for it to the King , as being a Legal Courſe of 3dminiſtracion of Jufticelaid 
aſide without any Law for it. | | o 
It is conceived, there is more cauſe for the Commons to Addreſs to the King for a : 
Commiſſion in this Caſ® then was for the Lords to do it in the Caſe of Marhiws and 
Mathew: as they did, as appears by the Lords Journal 28th nf May, 1624. 
All which is humbly ſubmitted to their Cenſideraticn 
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